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the sphere of Ahimsa and dims its splendour. But the limited
Ahimsa of the Congress is good enough for the-purpose of our
present argument. For I am trying to make out that the
field of Ahimsa is widening and the limited acceptance of
Ahimsa by the Congress sufficiently supports my position.
If we turn our eyes to the time of which history has any
record down to our own time, we shall find that man has
been steadily progressing towards Ahimsa. Our remote
ancestors were cannibals. Then came a time when they were
fed up with cannibalism and they began to live on chase.
Next came a stage when man was ashamed of leading the life
of a wandering hunter. He therefore took to agriculture
and depended principally on mother earth for his food.
Thus from being a nomad he settled down to civilized
stable life, founded villages and towns, and fjrom member
of a family he became member of a community and a
nation. All these are signs of progressive Ahimsa and dimi-
nishing Himsa. Had it been otherwise, the human species
should have been extinct by now, even as many of the lower
species have disappeared.
Prophets and avatars have also taught the lesson of
Ahimsa more or less. Not one of them has professed to teach
Himsa. And how should it be otherwise? Himsa does not need
to be taught. Man as animal is violent, but as Spirit is non-
violent. The moment he awakes to the Spirit within he
cannot remain violent. Either he progresses towards
Ahimsa or rushes to his doom. That is why the prophets and
avatars have taught the lessons of truth, harmony, brother-
hood, justice, etc.—all attributes of Ahimsa.
And yet violence seems to persist, even to the extent of
thinking people like the correspondent regarding it as the
final weapon. But, as I have shown, history and experience
are against him.
If we believe that mankind has steadily progressed to-
wards Ahimsa, it follows that it has to progress towards it
still further. Nothing in this world is static, everything
is kinetic. If there is no progression, then there is inevitable
retrogression. No one can remain without the eternal
cycle,   unless it be God Himself.

